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To MR. CUNNINGHAM.

EUisland, Q3d January,

MANY happy returns of the season to
you, my dear friend 1 As many of the good
things of this life as is consistent with the usual
mixture of good and evil in the cup of Being !

I have just finished a poem, which you will
receive inclosed. It is my first essay in the way
of tales*

I have these several months been hammer-
ing at an elegy on the amiable and accomplished
Miss Burnet. I have got, and can get no far-
ther than the following fragment, on which
please give me your strictures. In all kinds of
poetic composition I set great store by your
opinion; but in sentimental verses, in the

poetry